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Crristians of all denominations, seem to be 
actuated by a warm and holy zeal, to propagate 
the glorious gospel of our Saviour, to the ut- 
termost parts of the earth. Missionaries, re- 
gardiess of their own comforts, and devoted to 
this heavenly « bject, have crossed the wide and 
boisterous ocean, have traversed the burning 
sands of vast and trackless deserts, have forced 
their way through mountains of ice and have 
encountered every peril to carry the gospel to 
those who know it not. They triumphantly an- 
ticipate the day, when the light of the gospel 
shall shine in every land, when the heathen 
shall become the inheritance of the Lord, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth his possession. 

Bat notwithstanding such laudable exertions 
are made for the welfare of mankind, the spirit 
in which they are undertaken, compels me to 
view them as a reflection on Jehovah. The 
great object for which these missions are un- 
dertaken, and the arguments made use of, to in- 
duce christians to support them, do most assur- 
edly derogate from the goodness of our heav- 
enly Father. ‘They do, also, by imputation, at- 
tribute designs to the Creator, which are abhor- 
ent to every benevolent feeling, and consequent- 
ly are bighly disgracetul to the character of 
our God. 

These remarks are caused by a work just 
published, called the life of the late Rev. Samvu- 
gL J. Minto, by the Rev. Gardiner Spring. The 
great moving principle, which seems to have 
actuated that self devoted man, and the leading 
argument, which his biographer uses to pro- 
mote the cause in which he was engaged, is the 
belief, that all those who die ignorant of the 
gospel, will be consigned to never ending misery. 
] admire and love the benevolence, which warm- 


‘and which the interests of his kingdom demand ? | 





ed the breast of this active Missionary, and 
which urged him to endeavour to save his fel- 
low creatures from such an awful fate; but I; 
eannot but abhor the dangerous and erroneous, 
principles which called it into action. Whata: 
libel is it upon the eharacter of the God of love, 

whose tender mercies are over all his works, to 

represent Him as being determined to inflict a, 
punishment, the very thought of which harrows 

up the soul, upon the great mass of mankind ; 

and that too for sins, which it was utterly am- 

possible for them to avoid. If the gospel cannot . 
be preached to the heathen, without propagat- | 
ing such a doctrine, I would rather,that the earth 

should remain enveloped in darkness, until the 

Almighty, in his wise government of the world 

shall be pleased to remove the veil of darkness 

which is cast over all nations. For, as it has. 
been very justly remarked, * it is better to have 

no beliet of a God, than one that is unworthy of 
Him—The first being but infidelity, the other 
impiety and contumely.” 

The Rev. author, after having declared that 
Christ tasted death for every man, and that He 
made a propitiation for the sins of the world, 
intimates that the great mass of mankind * sink 
into an eternal hell.” He calculates the present 





population of the world to be eight hundred’ 
million ; six hundred millions of whom, are des-, 
titute of the gospel; the remaining two hun- 

dred millions are called christians, because they | 
live in countries, where the christian religion is | 
professed, but I presume if the Rev. gentleman | 
was to calculate how many of these he deemed 

worthy of heaven, he would exclude, at least, | 
nine tenths of this number; if, therefore, as he | 
observes, * it be not anidle dream, that all who | 
die in their sins must sink into an eternal hell,”’ | 
it follows that of the eight hundred millions who | 
are now inhabitants of this earth, and for whom | 
Christ died, (unless they are saved by human 
exertion,) seven hundred and eighty millions will 
sink into an eternal hell. The great adversa- 
ry of both God and man will obtain seven hun- 
dred and eighty millions, while the Saviour,who 
shed his precious blood for the whole, will only 
obtain twenty millions !! Well may he exclaim, 
**O that my head were waters and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears”! 

The writer, on this occasion, has furnished 
the advocates for the universal goodness of God, 
with some irresistable arguments in support of 
that divine doctrine! as the following extracts 
will show: ‘Ah, what a weight of reproach 
falls upon the head of that christian who can 
quietly see the interests of his Master’s kingdom 
languish for the want of determined exertion ?” 
What does: he mean by the “interests of his 
Master’s kingdom”? Undoubtedly the salvation 
of man—and can it be possible, that it is for the 
interests of the Saviour’s kingdom that mankind 
should be saved ?—Can it be that the saviour, 
whose power is alinighty and whose wisdom in- 
finite, will not accomplish that which He desires 








Can it be that He has resigned the government 
of hit kingdom to poor, weak, frail man? No, 
it is impossible. If He desires the happiness of 
all, He will make all happy, or he is not al- 
mighty. Again; ‘* Under the influence of the 
example which this volume presents, who is 
there,that will not awake to the demands of duty, | 
and begin to enjoy the exalted satisfaction of 
consecrating his undivided heart and life toa 
cause greater than his own, and that with pious 
zeal and intense application? What are a few 
years of labor and fatigue, a few scenes of suf- 
fering and sorrow—What is one short life of 
self-denying, humble, prayerful, patient exer- 
tion, for an object so immeasurably important 
as the glory of God in the salvation of men?” | 

How different are the ideas contained in the | 
preceding extract, from those heretofore pro- 
mulgated by this gentleman and his fellow be- 
lievers. When we have contended that the’ 
glory of God requires that he should save all 
his creatures, they have treated the argument 
with contempt; they have told us of the sov- 
ereignty of God and have contended that he 
would be as much glorified by the damnation as 
by the salvation of his creatures. But he has 
now discovered, that the glory of God will be, 
promoted by the salvation of men; and he urges | 
christians for this reason, to deyote themselves. 
to this immeasurably important subject. How 





| grateful should we be, that we know that the 
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glory of our heavenly Father, does not depend 
upon his poor, weak, frail creatures; and that 
in his own good time, he will cause all his crea+ 
tures to glorify him. 

Speaking of the great number of those who 
are destitute of the gospel, the author feelingly 
observes, ‘Let every man ‘ whom the day 
spring from or high has visited,’ survey these 
regions of darkness and death without emotion 
if he can. Eighteen hundred years have pass- 
ed away since the blood of propitiation was shed 
for the sins of the world, and three fourths of 
the world are at this present hour ignorant of 
the stupendous sacrifice. The single empire of 
China contains more immortal beings, than there 
are expectants of a happy immortality, on the 
face of lhe earth.” 

** Who is not covered with confusion, who is 
not filled with horror, when he contemplates 
the value of one deathless soul and ventures to 
uncover those dark regions, where the ‘ god of 
this world,’ whose despotism is sO relentless 
and holds so large a portion of the human family 
in abject and hopeless bondage. Is it so that 
there are now on the earth six hundred millions, 
with no assurance of an hereafter, without a 
God—without a providence—withouta Saviour, 
‘ without holiness,’ ‘ and without hope,’ groping 
their way through this world, and unmoved only 
when they can banish all apprehensions of the 
next? O that my heart were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears! One would think these 
were enough in the contemplation of pagan pol- 
lution and wretchedness,to prove an effectual ex- 
citement to missionary exertion. Where is that 
zeal for the honor of God, that abhorence of 
human impiety, that compassion for the souls of 
men, which are at all commensurate with the 
mighty considerations, that ought to call them 
into action? If it is not an idle dream, that all 
who die in their sins must sink into an eternal 
hell; why is there no more love for the poor 
heathen? Wiil the churches never awake 
from this guilty slumber, and commence the 
work of publishing the gospel to every crea- 
ture ?” 

This language is certainly honorable to the 
heart, but not to the understanding of the wri- 
ter—And, O what a reflection it is upon the 
Father of Mercy! Is it not stabbing the Sa- 
viour in the house of his friends? It is @ feel- 
ing appeal to the christian world, to excite them 
to endeavor to save six hundred millions of hu- 
man beings; but from whom or from what are 
they to be saved? Reader, pause and reflect, 
It is to save them from sinking into an Eternal 
Hell, prepared by that Saviour, who died for 
them, who rose for them, who ascended inte 
Heaven to plead for them. The writer asks, 
* where is that zeal forthe honor of God—that 
compassion for the souls of men which are com- 
mensurate with the mighty considerations that 
ought to call them into action?” What would 
the writer have us infer from these questions? 
He surely cannot mean that the honor of God 
will suffer if any of His creatures are damned ; 
nor that we should feel a compassion for those 
whom the Almighty, in the exercise of his sove- 
reignty, chooses to sink into an eternal hell.-— 
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But such is the meaning his words convey, and they 
are strictly trae, if it be not an idle dream that all who — 

die in their sins will sink into an eternal hell. This is| MR. Eprron,—Having some time since observed in 
certainly a different doctrine from that which the or- the Magazine that the 8th verse of the 49th Psalm was 


: roposed to the public for consideration with’a request 
thodox have been 3 ; ; P 
‘ accustomed to teach, viz. that the |f.- an explanation, and having been favoured with an 


elect few will shout a loud amen not only to the de-| explanation through the same medium by * St.CrcrL,” 
struction of the great mass of mankind, but to the dam- } whose views appear somewhat different from mine on 
nation of their nearest and dearest friends. the subject, and having learned from some of the pat- 
But if the author's feelings are so strongly excited for | TOMS Of your paper that they think St. Cecil's commu- 
the si — a nications together with those of Zuista unprofitable and 
1e six hundred millions, what must be his feelings when Satta RO, : 
, ree ; ir eee tase foreign from the subject, | have thought proper to com- 
ie reflects, that this number, great as it is, is nothing) punicate some of my thoughts for consideration. 
when compared with the number of those who have|  ,, : ' a ; . 
, welie . | ‘For the redemption of their soul is precious, and ul 
been, or will be in the eame situation. | know of no} : om, ae 
' _ceaseth forever.”— Psalm xlix. 8. 
data by which to estimate the number of those who a dee 
: ; : é; By turning my eye over the context I learn, that all 
have died, since the creation of the world, without the : ) , , : ; . 
| rational intelligences belonging to this world are culled 


knowledge of God. But if we exclude all who died | , ae 
. a , | upon to attend to the voice of inspiration on a subject 
before the death of our Saviour, the number of those; | 

; P ad : (of all others the most momentous; by which they are 
who have lived since that period, and 


have died with-| ++. emed, that notwithstanding they may repose much 
. a © . us ay re s , 
out ever hearing of the name of Christ, cannot be at a} 1 dee ioe. 


Poe : , | confidence in their riches and be closely united in bro- 
very moderate calculation, less than twenty thousand , k 
‘Hions ' — ; ae therly affection, yet no one can redeem his brotber from 
millions! We know not how many lived before that | 1 Wine we . 
P | death, nor give to God a ransom for him. And a per- 
period, but the number must be inexpressibly great, | saene at eke te Gh Seek ‘ 
. : ‘ Peis itinent reason Is assicned in the text woy a man canno 
neither do we know, but myriads may yet live and die x ) 


in the same state. And now I would ask any rational 
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‘redeem his brother, which is, because the redemption 


man, if it be not a most foul, blasphemous defamation of his soul is precious, yes, far more precious than silver 
’ s bul, Diasphe s Gefamation | , i i . sae ili 
of the character of the Saviour of the world, if it be not me a te pete a ri ben caso 
absurd, if it be not opposed to every principle ef rea- pee parnigg Tyme x pobre ed. peg 
rm : , \lowing order; in the first place I will endeavour to il- 
re os justice, to represent Him as being determined | idstrahe the te demption ot he soul, which is precious 
o sink int é se i ‘able hosts to ; ; ee i ie 
phir gr dash agoicatn ao ‘eenemuas meant In the next place | will show whe are redeemed, or for 
The important ai sade tiated ee whom redemption is made; and in the third place I 
ii ths tek on tits Grecen thet af i die in theie will show what sense I understand the redemption 
sins will sink into an eternal hell,” demands a closer pee epg Ah ee nbserrgg svt ema es 
. ° ee . °,° : 1 tal ha e s as€,a 
Se ree * ae Saw give it, a fow additional }expiation. These words bein all of the same significa- 
remarks, must therefore suffice. ‘+ Dying in their sins” | ~ , ; { 5 i 15 
ee an equivocal expression, especially so, after | uire ia we tay twaetenthd bey the word of Ged in 
aving declared that Christ had made a propitiation for | I" °"* 7 fe 
the a of the world : ne “4 stra ita : . pi saying that Jesus of Nazareth is the Redeemer, it is un- 
that every man who does not die a believer in the com- ag ya meng Sonwaten Chat there ate beings 
ee ascteens ot christianity, will be eternally damned ! es oe Pie apres: she seg sed psi = ” 
at a shocking picture! How few, alas! can be rag ete ct eel 
axel. Tho ae a were given to pwd egret lease. This position agrees with Gal. iii. 13, where it 
heritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for his ” Christ on aoa ” rt the curse of the 
possession, but if this sentiment be true, He can only |/@™> DMS made a curse for us. Christ the Redeemer 
obtain but a very small part of his iaiealiones s so small being appointed by God an high priest forever after the 
in comparison with what He will lose and his adversa- order of Melchizedeck, is our great high priest, who has 
ry the devil obtain, that it will admit of no comparison. “er? into the ppAighio Miprtag-alcts , 
If the gospel has not been obscured by the false tradi- now proceed to notice the offering made by Christ, 
tions of men, and if men were not under the influence are gh " ~~ ¥ procure the release of those 
of prejudice, this sentiment would be rejected with |"° 4% Tedeemed. Ane as every high priest is or- 
dhetenene ‘<i every rational mind. It is strongly dained to offer gifts and sacrifies according to the law, 
opposed to the best principles of our nature, so direct- "age he 9 sare ya ng times of reformation, 
ly at variance with scripture, and so derogatory to the a a ea : ses Ay 1a body, which he offered once 
attributes of Jehovah, that I cannot see a rational man every fh wc jag M4 pay for all, tasted death for 
profess to believe it, without astonishment. a, being nailed to the cross, was made a curse 
5 ost 3 dhaeid “i charged with being an enemy to for us, and thereby redeemed us from the curse of the 
6 societies, I will observe, that there is no de- on post» ag a Ae are - rk: 
sire dearer to my heart, than to behold the mild and| . mgs, such as silver and gold, but 
vivifying rays of the gospel reflected on every human Pye ae blond / Cariet, agreeably to the text, 
soul; but it must be that gospel which our Saviour a i $n PE id apie pl pay 
commanded his apostles to preach to every creature— © second place 5 shall show for whom redemp- 
Sha gna ich ad ig of ret Jor wie oe cy ad as ae eaten 
shall be te all people. owever, the gospel cz 7 . ok. ° each abe 
be tS: monne. st cenhoslaah pentance and to bea physician tothe sick. Now as all 
such doctrines as those contained in the work above had sinned, he came to call all to repentance ; as all 
mentioned, I would rather, as I have already observed, were lost or in the wilderness of sin, he came to seek 
that the earth should remain enveloped in darkness, _ pan ys apa gd gave himself 4 ransom for 
until that great day, when ail from the least to the great- | * 33 . . = or every man, and was made a propi- 
est, shall be taught of God ; and when we shall bear| 0" for the sins of the whole world. 
every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth In the third place I will show in what sense the re- 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in roast demption of their soul ceaseth forever. As Christ, who 
saying, Blessing and honour and glory and power, ie is the great high priest of our profession, entered not 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the into the holy place with the blood of bulls and goats, 
Lamb, for ever and ever. RELLY. but with kis own blood, forever sat down on the right 
New York, April 1820. hand of the Father, where he sits, and is our advocate 
er with the Father, and as he is our advocate with bis 
True Religion, as revealed in the scriptures, may be Father, we are happy in learning that both Christ and 
compared to @ plumb on the tree, Pence giery: | its his Father are engaged in our behalf. ~ And as Jesus in 
ical: ‘ bis resurrection from death was made alive after the 


i tion, I feel at liberty to use them as the case may re- 





power of an endless life, he will die ho more, death will 
have no more dominion over him; hence the natural 
conclusion is, he will make no more offering for sin.— 
The offering whieh Christ, our great high priest, made 
for sin was his own body, which was mortal, but in his 
resurrection he put on immortality ; his body is not now 
‘on the cross, it is not in the sepulchre, nor will it ever 
be again; for in that he died, he died once unto sin, 
jbut in that he liveth, he liveth unto God, dieth no 
more, death hath no more dominion over him. Thus 
the redemption, ransom, atonement, release or expia- 





' 


{ion is needed no more, neither will it nor can it be of- 
fered again, for it ceased from the time of the one of- 
fering which was made for all, and this one offering, 
the law of carnal commandments, contained in ofdi- 
nances, which was against us, being nailed to the cross 
forever ceased, and will never be renewed again by di- 
vine appointment. As the high priest under the law 
entered once in a year into the holy place with the blood 
of those beasts used as a sin offering, which things were 
a pattern of the heavenly. So Christ with bis own 
blood hath entered into heaven itself, to appear in the 
presence of Ged for ws, and as his blood is of that na- 
ture, which, when applied to the Holy Spirit cleans- 
eth from all sin, and as he spilt bis blood for all, arose 
again for the justification of all, and ascended into hea- 
en as an advocate with the Father for all, he will send 
the holy spirit to make the application to all. Now as 
the redemption, ransom, or atonement once offered is 
sufficient, no more offering is necessary, and well may 
it cease forever, agreeably to the text. 
CANDOUR, 





———— 
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TO THE REV. CLERGY, 


WHO HOLD FORTH TO THE PEOPLE THAT THE FATHER 
OF OUR SPIRITS DESIGNS THE ENDLESS TORMENT 
OF A LARGE PORTION OF THE HUMAN FAMILY. 


‘No. VI. 


Rev. Sirns,—As you hold forth, and endeavour to 
persuade us to believe, that our heavenly Father de- 
signed, from all eternity, a large portion of the human 
family should be endlessly miserable, | wish to be in- 
dulged in calling you to consider that you make the 
disposition of the Father of our spirits, not very unlike 
the disposition of him to whom you are in the habit of 
attributing all evil! 

You perpetually insist that the adversary of all right- 
eousness, the father of lies, endeavours to bring about 
the everlasting misery of mankind; and that for this 
end he employs all his powers and arts of temptation to 
allure and lead poor mortals into sin, that he may have 
them at last, and torment them forever. You further- 
more represent that the divine Being uses all reasonable 
and proper weans to guard men against the temptations 
of the evil one, to bring them to repentance before it is 
too late, that they may finally escape everlasting mise- 
ry. But at last, you contend that the impenitent, at 
the day of judgment, will have no more opportunity al- 
lowed them for reformation, but will be delivered over 
to the wicked one-to be tormented according to his 
desires. Now, Rev. Sirs, I wish you would indulge a 
little candour on this subject, and see if you cannot dis- 
cern that you make the real character of our divine 
Father in heaven to resemble almost exactly the char- 
acter which you ascribe to the wicked one. 

In the first place, do you see that the tempter ever 
practiced more deception on any poor deceived mortal, 
than you represent the divine Being to practice on 
those, whom he decreed from all eternity, to a state of 
never ending misery, and yet warns them to repent 
that they may escape this misery to which his decree 
had doomed them ages before they were created? You 
are learned, sensible men, and you know the nature of 
this question; and even if you refuse to answer it, you 
will find that people in general will hold that a reply 
is due from you. Prove, Rev. Sirs, if it be in your 


























power, that God acts an honest part, when he autho- 
rizes you to persuade men to believe in a Savieur, when 
in fact, according to your preaching, he never provided 
«a Saviour forthem! Or make it appear, if it be possi- 
ble, that you are honest yourselves, when you lay the 
blame of everjasting condemnation on those whom you 
ray were originally designed by the creator himself, for 
this very condemnation, Look forward to that dread- 
ful trial, about which you have said so much, the awful 
day of judgment, when God will reject the wicked 
from his favour forever, and when they shall be deliv- 
ed over to the power of satan to be forever tormented. 
Here Rev. Sirs, do you not represent the divine Being 
as complying with the disposition and desire of the ad- 
versary? God, according to your preaching, decreed 
these miserable wretches to this everlasting torment be- 
fore he created them, the devil has been employing all 
his arts with a design to have them thus condemned at 
Jast, and now he finds that God was before hand of him 
in this matter, and made them on purpose for this end! 
Pardon the harshness of the question, but answer it, and 
say whether you think that satan would trouble him- 
self about the matter of man’s eternal misery, if he 
knew what you affirm, viz. that God has fixt the mat- 
fer to his mind from the beginning? 

And now, after I have heard you preach such doc- 
trine as this forty years, and find that you are now de- 
termined to support it still, permit me to ask you, whe- 
ther you would justify me should I conduct towards my 
children as you endeavour to prove that God conducts 
towards his rational offspring? Would it be right for 
me to determine to make a large portion of my family 
as miserable as possible, and yet pretend to them that | 
was using all reasonable means to render them blest? 

A PARENT. 
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** Joy and peace in believing.” 
As there long has been, and now is great inquiry to 
ascertain the true belief, and as much difference of o- 
pinion exists among people of different creeds, there 


seems to be a propriety in bringing the particular tenets | 


which are urged upon us by their respective advocates, 
to the most sure criterions for trialk The words of St. 
Paul, which are placed at the head of this article, seem 
to present us with the means of determining that kind 
of belief, which the scriptures recommend; and of 
course with a criterion by which to disprove that which 
is false. 

If we are told, by those who stile themselves divines, 
that God is infinitely displeased with his imperfect crea- 
tures, on account of their imperfections, and that his 
wrath will be poured out upon us eternally, it seems 
proper to ask the question, whether the belief of such a 
declaration will fill us with joy and peace? If we are 
informed, that, from all eternity, God predestinated 
millions of the human race to endless misery, we may 
ask if such a belief would fill us with joy and peace? 
if we are told that millions of our fellow creatures, who 
have left this mortal state, are now in the most excru- 
ciating torment, where they must remain forever, sure- 
ly we may ask the question, whether to believe all this 
would fill us with joy and peace? As many of our 
zealous preachers delight to dwell on the subject, of 
what they call the last judgment, and to represent the 
separation which will at that time be made between 
husbands and wives, parents and children, brothers and 
sisters, &c. &c. and the awful shrieks of the wretched 
on being taken away by infernal agents and plunged 
imto the burning lake, to be tormented to an endless 


duration, can there be any harm in asking whether such } 


a belief is calculated to fill the soul with joy and peace? 
May we not ask furthermore, whether those, who pro- 
fess these dreadful, these horrible tenets, are in conse- 
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may believe their own testimony, we must believe that 
they are perpetually tormented, and that day and pight, 
by the painful anticipations of the endless misery either 
of themselves or some of their fellow creatures. It is 
certainly very clear, that the common doctrine, con- 
cerning a state of unmerciful punishment in the et: *aal 
world, is not the belief of which the apostle spake— 
Rom. xv. 13, ‘* Now, the God of hope fill you with all 
Joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost.” 

If these suggestions are calculated to give a right di- 
rection to our minds, respecting the true faith, or be- 
lief of the gospel, then it seems evident that whatever 
creed is calculated to administer grief in room of joy, 
and despair in room of hope is not the true faith. And 
on the other hand, it seems safe to believe that the truth 
as it is in Jesus, is of a nature to impress us with genu- 
ine joy and peace; and that we may with safety try 
the different tenets among us by this criterion. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 


pf 


REPLY 
To a request from our friend in Marblehead, for some 
explanation of the 6th verse of Jude. 

This passage seems to embrace the same subject as 
that in 2 Peterii. 4. These angels, perhaps were those 
messengers, who were sent to spy out the land of Ca- 
‘naan, but returned an unfavorable report. It seems by 
| the context, that they are spoken of in connection with 
‘those, who were destroyed in the wilderness, though 
(they had been delivered from bondage in Egypt; and 
itis reasonable to suppose that they were a subject 
rendered as familiar in the Jewish history and tradition, 
as others whose carcases fell in the wilderness, or even 
as the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, with which 
circumstance the writer connects these angels. It is 
evident that Jude was endeavouring to dissuade his 
brethren in the christian faith, from adhering to those 
ungodly men, who turned the grace of God into lasciv- 
iousness, and denied the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In doing this, he very justly repsesented 
a defection from the christian spirit and religion, by 
those, who after they had escaped the tyranny of Pha- 
raoh, rebelled against God in the wilderness ; and per- 
| haps he would represent these false teachers by those 
{messengers who returned an evil report of the good 
Jand ; and further to illustrate the condemnation which 
awaited those who should apostatize, he instanced the 
| judgment of God on Sodom, &c. The chains by which 
these wicked messengers were held, were the divine 
purposes, and the darkness they were under, indicates 
their error. The judgment of the great day, was the 
wrath which fell on those men and destroyed them.— 
See Numbers xiv. 37. 

A WORD TO THE WISE IS SUFFICIENT. 








RELIGION RECOMMENDED TO YOUTH. 

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 

As that which is learned in youth is more perma- 
nently fixed in the mind, than what is acquired in more 
advanced years, it should remind us all, and especially 
youth, that those things which are of the highest inter- 
est to human welfare should be sought and obtained, 
before the mind becomes crowded with a multitude of 
worldly cares, and transitory concernments. ‘‘ Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 
This, of all subjects.of human contemplation, is of the 
greatest moment. Think on God; meditate his con- 
summate wisdom, knowledge, power and goodness.— 
And endeavour to realize that nothing unlike God, can 
promote the happiness of rational beings. By endeay- 
ouring to acquire wisdom, we endeavour to imitate our 
heavenly Father. By exerting all our abilities to gain 
useful knowledge we seem to approximate to the di- 
vine character. By rising above the weakness of flesh- 





cquenee of their belief, full of joy and peace? If we 


by passions, we seem to attain divine strength. And 


.and dignity to all the rest. 
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by exercising a spirit of universal love and goodness, 
we imitate that attribute of Divinity which gives worth 
Let the youthful mind be 
sown with these acquirements, and generally speaking, 
the harvest will be plenteous in old age. 


p— —— -____—_ 


A MOST COMELY SIGHT. 


Or al] the exhibitions, calculated to charm the eye, 
through which a pure, sensible mind beholds external 
objects, an assembly of the humble, grateful worship- 
pers of the true and living God seems to hold the high- 
est claim. Here we behold a crowded assembly, com~- 
posed of all classes of society. Husbands, wives, par- 
ents, children, masters, servants, brothers and sisters. 
The solemn silence, the humble appearance, the joys 
of hope, the fellowship of the spirit of truth, the united 
attention to the interests of eternal things, the fervent 
breathings of prayer, the living word of everlasting life, 
the lofty songs of unfeigned praise, the lovely emotionss 
created by the name of the Saviour of the world, the 
sublime thought that all are one in Christ bring to mind 
the words of the Psalmist ; ** How amiable are thy tab- 
ernacles, O Lord of hosts! my soul longeth, yea, pant- 
eth for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God. Yea, the sparrow hath 
found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord 
of hosts, my King, and my God, &c. &c. 





To Correspondents. 


Ir is hambly requested, that some of our correspon- 
dents, who have been so liberal in enriching our col 
umns with their free-will offerings ; or some other per- 
son, who has not yet lent us any assistance, would take 
into consideration the following subject ; and favour us 
with such scriptural light and information as may be in 
the writer’s power. 

As believer's in the ehristian scriptures, and the doc- 
trine of the New J'estament concerning the Sayiour of 
the world, it seems necessary that we should have some 
clear, and definite ideas respecting the following ques- 
tions :— 

1. What did Jesus Christ come into this world to. 
save men from? 

2. What were the means by which this salvation was 
or is effected ? 

3. How do those means appear in due relation to the 
salvation effected by them? 

4. Asit is commonly believed that Jesus was sent 
into this world to save men from the divine vengeance 
ina future state, it seems reasonable to ask whether 
he came here, to go through the process assigned him 
in order to save Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, yea, and 
all the holy prophets fram this divine vengeance in the 
future state? We wish to have it particularly shown, 
how any thing which Jesus did could properly effect the 
salvation of those above named, from any vengeance 
which existed in our Father in heaven. At least, let 
}it be shown how Jesus effected the salvation of Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, &c. 
= 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Capt. Ezekiel 
Jones to.Miss Eliza Ware.—Mr. Calvin W. May to Miss 
Eunice W. Whipple. —Mr, Chester Childs, merchant,. 
of N. York, to Mrs, Mary Malcomb. 

owe ees 
DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Lois Davis,.wife of Daniel Davis, 
Esq. aged 55.—Mr. Samuel Montgomery, 37.—Miss 
Sarah Batts, only daughter of Timo. Batts, 18.—Mrs. 
Hamilton, 66.— Widow Elizabeth Rouse, 72.—Prances 
Mary, daughter of Sam. Fales, 9.—Mrs. Phila Elean, 58. 
Mrs. Rebecca Townsend, wife of Timothy. Townsend, 
37.—Mr. Terence McCorristine, 70. 


Departed this life on Thursday morning last, Hon. 
BENJAMIN AUSTIN, aged 68—well known for hi¥ 











political inflexibility—an bonest and upright man.. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 





anes 
Mr. Epitor,—!n looking over an old number of the 
‘¢ North American Review,’’ I met with the following 
poetry, and thought it would be acceptable to the rea- 


ders of the Magazine. It possesses in a high degree, 


that command over the imagination and heart, which 
is so indiscribably powerful in some of Lord Byron’s 
works. Whoever can read this piece, without much of 
those feelings which one realizes at the house of mourn- 
ing, ‘ere the iirst day of death is fled,’ may safely bid 


defiance to all the powers of poetry and fancy. 

This piece undoubtedly gave being to that which was 
republished in the 2d No. of the Magazine, under the 
title of the ‘* Resurrection of Lazarus.” Both possess 


considerable merit; but it is easy to determine the pre- 


ference. B*****, 


RAISING OF JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER. 
See Mark, chap. v. 


THEY have watch’d her last and quivering breath, 
And the maiden’s soul] has flown; 

They have wrapt her in the robes of death, 
And laid her, dark and lone. ; 


But the mother casts a look behind, 
Upon that fallen flow’r.— 

Nay, start not—’twas the gath’ring wind— 
Those limbs have lost their pow’r. 


And tremble not at that cheek of snow, 
Over which the faint light plays, 

*Tis only the crimson curtains’ glow 
Which thus deceives thy gaze. 


Didst thou not close that expiring eye : 
And feel the soft pulse decay? 

And did not thy lips receive the sigh 
Which bore her soul away ? 


She lies on her couch, al! pale and hush’d, 
And heeds not thy gentle tread, 

And is still as the spring-flow’r, by traveller crush’d, 
Which dies on its snowy bed. 


The mother has fown from that lonely room, 
And the maid is mute and pale, 

Her irorv hand is cold as the tomb, 
And dark is her stiffen’d nail. 


Her mother strays with folded arms, 
And her head is bent in wor, 

She shuts her thoughts to joys or harms, 
No tear attempts to flow. 


But listen !—what name salutes the ear ?— 
It comes to a heart of stone ; 

‘$ Jesus” she cries, ** has no pow’r here, 
** My daughter’s life has fown.” 


fe leads the way to that cold white couch, 
And bends o’er the senseless form, 

Can his be Jess than a heavenly touch ? 
The maiden’s hand is warm! 


And the fresh blood comes with roseat hue, 
While death's dark terrors fly, 

Her form is rais’d, and her step is true, 
And life beams bright in her eyes! 

Watertown, 1817. 


SEE 
HAPPINESS. 
“ O maprinEss by al] admired, pursu'd, 
How oft defined, how seldom understood ; 
Thy charms alluring, in fair prospects rise, 
They court our eager arms, and longing eyes.” 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
a. 


Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitartan, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1668. 


Lim. | feel satisfied with your reply as it is respeets 
the subject of the resurrection, of which the Saviour 
spake to the Sadducees ; but after meditating much on 
this scripture, I feel no small embarrassment ; for it 
really seems that Jesus designed to intimate no differ- 
ence in the condition of people in the resurrection state. 
He does not say, that some will be equal unto angels, 
and others in a condition as much worse than they were 
in this mortal state, as the state of the blessed is better. 
He does not intimate that some can die no more, but} 
that others will die the second death. He does not say 
that some will be the children of God, but that others 
will be the children of the devil. He does not say, 
that some live unto God, but that others live unto the 
wicked one. But he says; ‘* God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living, for all live unto him.” Now 
my difficulty lies here ; in the 5th of St. John’s gospels 
Jesus says; ‘* The hour cometh in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil unto the resur- 
rection of damnation.”? Here it is perfectly evident 
that there is a wide difference between the condition of 
those who had done good and those who had done evil, 
and this difference is at the resurrection. Can you, my 
dear sir, assist me iu reconciling this account with the 
declaration which the Saviour made to the Sadducees? 

Uni. I am not certain that I can give you entire sat- 
isfaction on the subject which seems to Jabour in your 
mind ; but I am free to set before you the views which 
I entertain of this passage, and I hope if you do not see 
the subject in the same light that I do, that we may be 
a help to each other in our endeavours after truth.— 
You will recollect what I have already suggested re- 
specting our Saviour’s figurative language. Now, to 
say the least, there seems to be no part of the context, 
where this passage is recorded, in the 5th of John, that 
necessarily confines the subject to the same resurrec- 
tion as that of which Jesus spake to the Sadducees.— 
There is no account in this chapter of any dispute on 
the doctrine of the resurrection, as the great question 
lay between the Pharisees and Sadducees, as in the oth- 
erinstance. But I am inclined to think that, by tak- 
ing the thread of our Saviour’s discourse, recorded in 
the 5th of John, as connected with the words which you 
have just quoted, we shall find some evidence to favour 
the idea that he was speaking on a subject different 
from the one in dispute between him and the Sadducees, 
and that his language may be understood of the figura- 
tive kind, more properly than otherwise. See ver. 24, 
** Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation ; but 
is passed from death unto life.’ Im this verse, it is ve- 
ry evident, that our Saviour was not speaking of peo- 
ple’s passing from a state of literal death into a res- 
urrection state, but of passing from a moral death into 
a moral life by means of hearing understandingly the 
words of Jesus, by which they were to believe on God. 
The next verse reads as follows ; ‘* Verily, verily, 1 say 
unto you, the hour is coming and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the son of God; and they that 
hear shall live.” Here again it is evident that the Sa- 
viour was speaking in the same moral or religious sense 
as before. The dead that should hear his voice and 
live seem the same before mentioned who should pass 
from death unto life in consequence of hearing his word 
and believing on him who sent him. Thus far we are 
clear. Now all that intervenes between the last quot- 
ed and the passage to which you allude is the follow- 
ing; ‘** For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself, and hath given 





himauthority to execute judgment also, because he is the 


son of :san.’’ Ffere is not a single word which intimates 
any change of language or of general subject. But the 
divine teacher adds; ‘* Marvel not at this; for the 
hour is coming when all that are in the graves shall 
come forth; they that have done good unto the resur- 
rection of life; and they that have done evil unto res- 
urrection of damnation.” I will here observe that I 
see no reason why we have not the same good ground 
for believing that the Saviour used the word grares, in 
this last passage in the same figurative sense, as he did 
the words death and dead just before. I tay go fur- 
ther and say, tbat it appears to me to be doing no small 
violence te the scripture under consideration, to force 
it to change its language from the figurative to the lit- 
eral, all of a sudden. If these remarks are allowed to 
set this passage in its true light, then it follows of course 
that the resurrection of which the text speaks should 
be understood, not a literal resurrection, but one which 
answers to the figurative language of the passage. In 
short, | have long been of the opinion, that the Saviour 
in this passage, bad allusion to the same thing of which 
the prophet Daniel spake in his 12th chapter. See the 
text, verses 1, 2; carefully compare these words with 
Matt. xxiv. 21, and when you have duly considered the 
subject, be so good as to inform me whether you still 
continue to view this passage in the 5th of John in any 
way opposed to the testimony of Jesus respecting the 
resurrection, in his debate with the Sadducees. 
TO BE CONTINUED. 


EE 
FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


wenn 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 

Mr. Epitor,— The ReEtor? which appeared in the 
Magazine of the 19th Feb. reminded me of a circum- 
stance which transpired in Barre, Vt. a few years since. 
A lady residing in Barre, who was a zealous professor 
and believer in the Methodist connexion, desirous of 
bringing up her children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, made it her practice to take all her chil- 
dren to meeting with her that were large enough to go, 
and on her return to question them on what they bad 
heard. One day the good lady with her children went 
to hear a Mr. F—— who was called a powerful preach- 
er, in consequence of the awful] denunciations, and un- 
merciful punishments which he unceasingly, and with 
a liberal hand dealt out to sinners. On their return the 
dear woman began to question her children, when a 
little son between five and six years old, stepped up to 
his mother, and looking very earnestly in her face said, 
** Ma’am, did you ever hear a man swear so in al] your 
life.’’. Cc. 
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SEE — 
FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 


salist Meeting House in Boston, on First Sabbath Eve- 
ning of January, 1818—by HosEA BALLov, pastor.— 
Text, 2 Thes. i. 7, 8,9, ** And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his might angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 

The above is a Sermon which commenced a Contro- 
versy between the author and the Rev. Timo. Merritt; 
we have now re-published it for the accommodation of 
those who have not had an opportunity of purchasing it. 

N.B. A few copies of the whole Controversy 
may be had at this Office. 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 
and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short his- 
tory of the Author’s Life.—By Saumon Dutton, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 
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